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- a»l Alwﬂy:

Rubbing  his eyes wllh_ a syp-
‘burned haud and stretching A pair
of legs wiieh were hard [rom
loug mapches byl not much- larger

‘than q 'pair of saplings, a -young
‘major of the United Sydles anpy
pylled himseld oul (rom wpder a
h[nnkcl SPIe I\y the side of a
freighter's wa ek Corral,
where the Hel
jag stands, vow, and (ook A Rac
Took at the camp which he had
cclded 1o make his pew home in

the west. 16 waz a summer morning
in 1869,
Thia solidier, \\hn had won  his

ished  ser
valry 1egi
ment apd foughi in most of th
hattles along the Potomac  and
turned down a regular comunission
in the army, thouph he was endorscd
hy oiiicer} of own reginent
wnd approved by Geperal P'hil Sher-
idan, had aouc . dollar aud  [lifry
cents in his pocket, a binnket and
few picces of bacon,
Thgre was no . soldiers’
commilice in clena in the
af 1869, wh
chasged fror
find  friend
Bouse vor.
turncd soldi e
to a “mnion” where he conkd u:n
financial aid or secure a few “jig:
to help him fhrough the l-m
week. Tlers was no state nor fer-
ritorial lund ler nnullm sokdicrs
They bhad to fcram-
r n\m feet and stand

mn

welinre

T fo-

on_ fhem.

So this major from the
armics of the Patomac—this sol
of fortung with fhe hacon ant the
‘blanket, rented a onc-room cabin
over Dry Gulch,- opposile Hnng-
wau's tree. and woved

Had there Leen a

y directory
thase da,
down toward the emd of ihe
ol cilium this namwe wonld I

"\\':\I.LAU-., Major’ Robert C.. No.
Mangman's Park, Dry Gulch.”
For this yowug man was Kobert

C. Wallace, nmative of Ayeshire,

Scotland. adopted son of Michigan.

who. today (May 1. 1920) completes

fifticth vear a grocery
ant and head of the fiom of

Wallace & Company of He

whose  store  frout

strelches

From his cabhin he.could scc the
““bright lights” of the Guich and the
first cveming in Helona Major
Tace walked foreh and curiosity
him 1o go inte a gambling hnuse
opesated on the ground floor, with
a dozen games in progress. Seated
‘hehind a table dealing faro was a
‘wan whose face
g army officer. Turning back
uemory to the battleiietds of
the carty sixties. he recopnized in
the dealer a man named “Forky.”
ouc of. General Sheridan's seauts.

Major  Wallace  was  siongly
tempted to make himsell known 1o
‘the man but decided he did noy

want to begin bis acquaintance in

Scotch ‘Army Olﬂui"Frém YArmy of . Piiobaéc
Walked Into Gamp Fifty |Years Ago

not helong{ -

’ Grocery

%

btorc in Hc!cnu—Apd the Stor?ll’ﬁ Still Open

Made Good

.
Ine ferritory wilh sgambiers, so le
shulfled out of the place.

A shost time after #Forky was
ihot tu death in the strects of last
Chance Guich by-"unother mhler
agA his body buried hack N
Ivllp by the rough crowd with whom| .

’II years tater Mr. Wallace
had ||.e banly nf  Sheridan's  old
scon| removed 1o Lhe Grand Army
Ixury:n,; grounds and a goveroment
hendl-stane ercgted, giving the name
and regimept of Forky, a good nox-
dier amd a brave man.

But the bacen was gelfing kl\\‘
1lie litlle cabin Wallace and
picked np a farmer who

in_ his potato patch dow n
the Prickly Pear.  Wallace went
to work for him at SL50 per day

and leard, which was fajrly ool
for a potato digger, thongh
rs ywere making §6 per day
lioardipg themselves.
te Count,
\WVith the_potatoes ont of the
way, the young wan {rom the ul~
ficers® rauks o i i
gan eavalry re, N
contoving  tailings
pnlek  which it w,
convert inlo a_strect.
avenne Now.

T

tn

nroposed
T is Sixth
‘The wark was hard

el
that xh: »hon:! Inlullu was often
marked with blond whes he dropped

it at sunset. That winter Mr. Wal-
hce worked for his “hoard and
for a raucher, taking rare
f stock, hauling wood from the
hilts and I)emy seneral llaluly wan
aboul the pla

When wum; opcned in ‘70 My
Wallace made a_ bargain with fhe
rancher to furnish the fcam
the laad, while he was to do the
work and put in a crop of pota-
tocs and small vegetables to scll
to the mining camp. e bronght
the vegetables 1o the camp cvery
nocning by daylight and  before
noon was onl working in the fictd
pain, Whea the potalo crop was
, e owned hali of it and with

d 450,

often laup!
Uur Butcher

oy
il

J{'ov did Major \\',a“mw
the grocery

net

becoming the last one o
roll of some firm or
I:l the fall of 1870 with his
e got a

Rrocery Wagon.
Business For Himuelf.

into
o

thousands of
have started in
one line of business oz annther, by

pay

incss man.

$450

job

driving  fheir

But he s looking around for-a

nings at the Ranch. plece (o his  money, now

Bul lhe profits were ot all|grown fo There was an old
young Mr. Wallace made at that|wan who kept a litle iruit aml

grogery slore in the old
& Bentley” binck, who was a
to sell out and leave the col

1 the Vrickly Pear
cousin of the nwaer, Miss

Vey. A
ew M.

ecame nc-
ious yanug
d she, 1co. was from Mich-
gan.  Defore retuming to the east
tn completc her stndies ar teach
schaol  theve. she  aml  Wallace
ageeed 1o wed whea he had acquired;
the means ta erecl a cabin of his
own in fhe gleh.

Fonr vears Iater Mizs Shaw was a

er,

Inilding where
was laler qu\--n

Mr.

grocer
aml Mr. Wallace was
for himsell,

penses.
How dik e llxu.nll’
Let Mr. R, Waliace, b

nels
tan . Mr. Wallace met_her
there. There was uo one in Fort
Benton to perform: a miarriage cere-
mony except a juslice of the peace
who ran a buicher shiop. The wed-
ding tock place and the certificate
was written out by the butcher on

tion of
reer:

a successful business

Wallace Success Program.
“Dan’t !

a picce of paper, Mrs, Wallace)win surely

| 5016,

I broom ........
100 1bs. flour . . ..

Someof R.C. Wallace’sOld Customers
Prices They Paid for Everyday Things

Senator T.C. Power was one of the good customers. of
R. C.:Wallace back in the '70’s and we find in Mr, Wallace's
old ledger some interestipg entuies :
potgtoes ............
'+ I can.mushrooms ..

3 1bs. browm sugar . .
Tdozeneggs-.......

besides you cal

houest, undd, if uo

amonnt (6 in
i

J

ionest, what

hack on you.
snccess  and

never fucceed
know these are homely words
don'l count for much in the

without it yon
I

universally

The young grocer
nps and downs
his ,-
of

with
lor ).175, m\nh \\all:ct

"
He . occapied psl one door. oi the
old Cynse hank|per
Wallace i
tonght the fistures aud renfed the
vlace, paying $30 rent in adyance.
May 1, 1871, e bad invested his
fast dolar in adding a_stock of
s to this litle fruil store
in business
He elent amnd coaked
u ke place nng l.em llown his ex

o
will ever meet, and will never go
Te will Iead you to

“Dunphy | »

ry.
1l

ell,
teil what he mnmlcra the lnumh-
ca-

will

iz world or

Cnltivate a2 close
reasonable  ccon-
trie nd  yon

can

2 the long run. T

and
esti-

of many, but they ought (o
en in letters of pold,

for

5 practiced.
iserable tives would he made
» :

another

hagd

13190000 0wt of ¢

MAJOR R. C. WALLACE

refensed fo it as
Stic died in

vently bought,” making his total in-
debteiuess nver ¥

i 18938 dawned, ic was one of the

md) Business in Montana whe
storm without bor-

of money or ask-

iness ubili
wid out fo Mr. Wal-

any soperiar Iy
Pavis, who

face, started another store “in Mel-
ena. bt dailed.  Tle then siarted
He then

il failed,
3l

lle over-dray
At over three Jumdied

e game dor the

hoys. yom the Diest of
suceess. totd  him  the
first watched  you,

Wallaee, aml

yonr habits of
fudustry and

thrift, you'd
amp i o few

years,

In these cayly
had the friendsh
of the camyp,

vs Mr. Wallace|
of the big men
well as the inters

a number of ycars, When the
Livil war broke Walluce
|had ccached young mauhond, hav-

Lolouel Broadwater and - Seth'-Bul-
fack  probably juterested ~him the | |
most,  Seth llul ock wsed (o “come
itu  his grocery store mow. g
(lmu with he proposition: “Wal-
lace, if you'll fuenish the cggs 3
will furnish the sherry and . wo'll i
have a drink.” Seth was some pro-
moter of such propositions for
number of years in Moutana be-
forc he went into the Dakotas and
made the acquaintance of Theodore
Rousevell, \\Im at his first oppor-
tunity maile  Seth  United  States
marshal . for Svath Dakota, p
Mr.  Wallace was  but  seven
years af uge when he came to the
United States with his parents, His
fathier, Johm Walkice, was A physi-
i, and practiced in Detroit for

inge een bopn in. 1837 and he en-
¢ 1 of three months
t Michigas  volunteer
At the end of his term
cnfistuent e retnrned 1o De-
Imt when {hee ¢al) came - in
E02, e again enlisted, this time
in the Filth Aljchigan  cavalry, in
which he served wnlil the close of
the war, Je participajed in nany
of tha hattles of the Army of the
Potomac and in the ng oi 1863{,
skinpish known as llﬂwkhur:t
prisover byt
was gexchanged during. the swmmer
am) rejoined his lcmmenh He en-
tered the wanks ns a private ongd
wax repeatedly  promoted, cof i (L
ou of the army with u major's

commission,
When lelena
Mr. Wadluce

was incorporated,
was maide .ihe first
tily trcasurer in N he
elected to Ihe teeritorinl 1o

MNe was also an_aldes
several years but finally

The fitm of R. C. \Vﬂllurr g

a

& (.omn.uly is toduy conducted by
fhe son. of the foun David R.
Wallace, who, with N Murgavet | -

Wallace, constitute the family of

i Helena,

esting characlers. Me says of these

the ady

aesslon of Mr. Wallace, who

WHEN R.C. WALMC E, TOOK OVER
THE WIL SON GROCERIES ONA i
% COMMISSION. !

Here are some interesling pr
and J, T.. Davis in 1873 for groceries turned over to them by
istrators of the estate of E, H, Wilson.
and Davis sold these on & 5% commission so the prices
quqted are about what they yeceived at retuil for the items
listed in an old “blotter” dated June 1, 1873, still in the pos-

s paid by R. C. Wallace

| 25 tbs. potatoes ...

2% Ibs. whitefish . . ..

Massena Bullard was another customer of
R.C,Wallace in the early days. Compare the
prices Mr. Bullard paid for things with those
paid mday and remember all these groceries
came in by wagon. Itis enough to make peo-
ple want to ga back to the stage-coach and ox-
team freighters:

2Y; pounds butter .
- % pounds bacon .
3 pounds lard ..
1broom .........
3 pounds cheese .
2 can's oysters .
1 pound Japlm tea ...
10 pounds'corn meal e

Suttsmd throu:h the ledger are numecrous accounts

...80c -

- which show some of-the former citizens used their full share"

“of ‘port, sherry and muscatel, which the Wallace concern
sold over the counter with vlnegm- and molasses. "An entry
of 205 pounds of ham at $4.18, s0ld to Mr. Bullard in May,
1879 makes the fellow who pays 50 cents a pound for ham
todny wish he had lived back i in the “good old days,”

ta pay out i the profits of his
litle store.  Bat he paid and kept
his credit gocd with everyouc in
the community.

In the spring of 1875, . M. Wil-
son, a gracery merchant, died here
and ], 1. Davis, a clerk in the
store, wns made nue of the ad-
minisirators  of 1he estate.  Mr.
Wallace suggested shat they take
over the Wilsou stock -to sell on
conunission and form a partnedship,
This was dene, Waliace moving his
little stock It the Wilson estab-
lishment and the firm of Davis
& Wallace was formed. They had
betind them a fine stock of gro-
eries valued al more than $20000,
They settled evesy month with the
estate for what had heen sold nnd
in that way got a good start. TI|=
firm from the

handwriling 48 years ago. These goods were brought in by
Compare the prices with those

wagon from ['ort Benton.
of today:

43 pounds crackera at 12)e

2 48-pound
40 pounds vora stavch,
2 dozen botti olch -lc, at u dozen

5 pounds dates, at

(25 cach) cigara
oeral

bou; men working hard and pay-
ing attention to business.
was one of the hest men in the
entered
wanted
the firm was
making W ey and his ideas of
cconomy did not harmonize with
those of the -Scotch soldier.  So
Mr. Wallace bought the interest of
Davis. He went to the bank and
nsked for a Toan of $11,000 on his
ind{vidual nnte and rather to his
ln: gnc it. He also as-

$9.000 on  the

wmed af
Inul:ﬁug, whchn the fiem had re-

avis |

at $385 each ...
oupds Japan tes, at 68c

OF all the merchavidise sold for the Wilson Batale, eorn-
meal seems Lo have been the highest in price, numerous en-
tries being made showing this much desired food Lo bring
$7.60 per 60-pound sack. Nole, however, that the best port
wine was selling for $2.50 per gallon whlle a very good
quality was sold for $1,90 per gnm)n “in the good old days.”

i

Wallace |.

II

1

'

‘

made out the Tist in his own !




