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Judge sentences former Red Roof Cafe
owner to 2 weeks in jail in arson case

TYLER MANNING
tyler.manning@helenair.com

Former Red Roof Cafe
Owner Maureen Therese
Doubek, 60, of Ilelena, was
sentenced to two weeks in
jail for her role in the 2018
arson fire that destroyed the
local business.

Judge Christopher Ab-
bott on Thursday ordered
Doubek to serve two con-
secutive weeks in the
county jail, to be completed
within one year. She was
also sentenced to six years
of probation and ordered to
complete 52 hours of com-
munity service each year,
totaling 312 hours.

A chemical dependency
evaluation was ordered, and
Doubek must also make her
best faith effort to pay res-
titution. Because Doubek
works in a building with
gambling machines, the
court will allow her to en-
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Maureen Therese Doubek, 60, of Helena, listens to testimony

during her trial in March.

ter bar and gambling estab-
lishments for the purposes
of work only, and only if
approved by probation and
parole.

In March, Doubek was
found guilty of felony ac-
countability to arson by a
jury of her peers. The jury

determined that Doubek
had conversations with
Brad Rae Richardson about
burning down the cafe for
money. These conversa-
tions led to Richardson
committing the arson, and
the jury found that Doubek
held some accountability

for his actions,

Richardson got what the
defense called a “sweet-
heart plea-deal” in ex-
change for his testimony
against Doubek. Richard-
son made a deal with pros-
ecutors that saw his felony
arsom charge amended
to a felony criminal mis-
chief charge, a theft charge
dropped to a misdemeanor
and a second felony arson
charge dropped in exchange
for his testimony against
Doubek.

Doubek’s new attorneys
asked for a more lenient
SE]’I.tC'l'lCC in a memoran-
dum filed in district court.
The defense asked for an
alternative sentence to in-
carceration,

The pre-sentence inves-
tigation did not recommend
jail time as a punitive action
since Doubek is a nonvio-
lent offender.
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